
Making Images Accessible

Alternative text

What to do

Alt text should be used to specify short descriptions of images. The use of "picture", "image 1", or "chart.jpg" are not sufficient descriptions. Where 
possible, text should be used to convey information instead of images. However, when an image contains words, the alt text should include those words.

Why it matters

Assistive technologies can provide the same meaning of image content to people with and without visual disabilities.

Examples

Easy Checks - Image text alternatives
Write meaningful text alternatives for images
Alternative Text
Poet Training Tool

Long description

What to do

A long description providing the details of more complex images, like charts, should be provided near the image.

Why it matters

A long description provides the same meaning of complex image content to users of assistive technologies.

Examples

Better alternative text

Alternative text for search button: "Search the site"

Poor alternative text

Alternative text for search button: "Magnifying glass"

https://www.w3.org/WAI/test-evaluate/preliminary/#images
https://www.w3.org/WAI/tips/writing/#write-meaningful-text-alternatives-for-images
https://webaim.org/techniques/alttext/
https://poet.diagramcenter.org/


Example of text-only alternative to infographic

Decorative images

What to do

Empty alt text should be used for decorative images (i.e. a decorative border) so they are ignored by assistive technologies.

Why it matters

Providing for assistive technologies to ignore image content that does not supply meaning or information streamlines the processed content to just what is 
necessary.

Better long description

Alternative text for chart: "Speed performance over time. Details 
in text following chart."

Text immediately below the chart: "Speed increased from 0 to 45 
m/s between 0 and 6 seconds."

Poor long description

Alternative text for chart: "Line graph"

No descriptive text immediately below the chart.

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html


Examples

Related Articles

Accessibility
Accessibility in AsULearn
Accessibility Toolkit in AsULearn
Brickfield Accessibility+ Toolkit
Brickfield Accessibility+ Toolkit Block
Brickfield Accessibility+ Toolkit Find Tools
Brickfield Accessibility+ Toolkit Fix Link Text
Brickfield Accessibility+ Toolkit Wizards
Creating Accessible Forms
Creating Accessible Links
Creating Accessible Page Structure with Titles, Headings, and Lists
Creating Accessible Tables
Making Audio and Video Media Accessible
Making Files Accessible
Making Timed Content Accessible
Using Color Accessibly
Using Digital Signage Accessibly
Using Web Applications Accessibly

Search Knowledge Base   

Submit a Service Request

We value your feedback! Click   to suggest updates to an existing article, request a new article, or submit an idea.HERE

Better decorative image

Alternative text for decorative image is empty.

Poor decorative image

Alternative text for decorative image: "Flourish"

https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Accessibility
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Accessibility+in+AsULearn
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Accessibility+Toolkit+in+AsULearn
https://confluence.appstate.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=251200944
https://confluence.appstate.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=258867390
https://confluence.appstate.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=258867384
https://confluence.appstate.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=258867402
https://confluence.appstate.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=258867387
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Creating+Accessible+Forms
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Creating+Accessible+Links
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Creating+Accessible+Page+Structure+with+Titles%2C+Headings%2C+and+Lists
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Creating+Accessible+Tables
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Making+Audio+and+Video+Media+Accessible
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Making+Files+Accessible
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Making+Timed+Content+Accessible
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Using+Color+Accessibly
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Using+Digital+Signage+Accessibly
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB/Using+Web+Applications+Accessibly
https://confluence.appstate.edu/display/ATKB
http://tech.appstate.edu/
https://jira.appstate.edu/servicedesk/customer/portal/8/create/367
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